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Rafael Garcia Aceves, Transparency International Secretariat

Transparency International's Policy Lead on public contracting. He has been
working for over a decade now in governance and anti-corruption.
Rafael possesses extensive experience in analysing and designing open
government policies, based on the use of data, technology, and civic
engagement to improve public services and the quality of institutions.
Before joining TI-S, he was Mexico City's Open Contracting Director, where
he designed and tested a model for planning public contracts
in collaboration with the private sector and citizens. Rafael holds
a master's degree from the London School of Economics in data science

Arnold Bresch, PKP Polskie Linie Kolejowe S.A.

A graduate of the Faculty of Civil Engineering at the Poznan University of
Technology in the field of railroads. His professional experience includes
both preparation and implementation of investment tasks. With PKP
Polskie Linie Kolejowe S.A. associated since 2003. From 2016, in the
Management Board of the Company as a Member of the Management
Board, Investment Project Director.

Mahmoud Farag, Transparency International Secretariat

Postdoctoral Fellow at the Institute of Political Science, University of Zurich,
Switzerland. He has for over 12 years worked with and consulted for non-
governmental organizations on issues related to citizen engagement and
human rights. Most recently, he led the social accountability work of
Transparency International Secretariat in Berlin and before that worked
with Accountable Now, CARE International UK, the International
Organization for Migration among others. He has published widely both in
academic journals and in policy outlets. He holds a Dr. phil. in political
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Katarzyna Kazmierczak, Mayor of the Poraj Commune

A local government official with many years of experience and a great track
record. A graduate of the Secondary School in Myszkéw. She graduated
from teaching history at the Faculty of Social Sciences of the University of
Silesia in Katowice. Since 1991, i.e. from the moment of graduation, she has
been associated with education in Poraj - first with the Leonid Teliga Primary
School, and then with the Kazimierz Gérski Middle School. In 2010-2014,
she acted as the Chairwoman of the Commune Council, then in 2016
became the vice mayor of the Poraj Commune.In 2019, she won the
election for the Mayor of the Poraj Commune. She also completed postgraduate studies in social
studies at the University of Silesia in ESF. Chartered teacher. Co-founder and long-term president of
the Association for Aid to Children "Aspera" in Poraj. Member of the board of the Association of
Enthusiasts of Janusz Gniatkowski's Creativity in Poraj, member of the Marina Poraj Association and
Poraj Society for the Promotion of Physical Culture and Sport. For several years, she was the
coordinator of the finals of the Great Orchestra of Christmas Charity in the Poraj Commune. ZHP
instructor with the rank of scoutmaster - once active, now as a sympathizer and ally of the activities of
the Myszkéw Region.

Irina Lonean, Transparency International Romania

Irina holds a PhD in Political Science from Universite Libre de Bruxelles and
the University in Bucharest. She’s also a BA in law and combines law and
public policy studies in order to understand how laws and policies become
practices. Irina gained management experience and particularly
experience in managing EU funds in over 14 years of working in Romanian
national and international NGOs with a mission to promote democracy, the
rule of law and integrity, developing and testing methods of youth
m participation and research-based policies proposals as the main means to
follow these objectives. Irina works with Transparency International Romania since 2010. She managed
the implementation of three Integrity Pacts in Romania since 2017, engaging key governmental
institutions in testing how civil society organisations can support integrity in public procurement.

Grzegorz Makowski, Stefan Batory Foundation

Ph.D. in Social Sciences, expert at the Batory Foundation IdeaForum think
tank, assistant professor at the Socio-Economic College, Warsaw School of
Economics. His focus is corruption and anti-corruption policy, the
development of civil society and the status of non-governmental
organisations. Grzegorz formerly taught at the Institute of Applied Social
Sciences, University of Warsaw, Collegium Civitas. He is a former civil
society programme manager at the Institute of Public Affairs Foundation
and the author of books, research papers and opinion pieces.
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Wiestaw Nowak, ZUE S.A.

A graduate of the Faculty of Electrical Engineering, Automatics and
Electronics of the AGH University of Science and Technology in Krakow - he
started his professional career at the Municipal Communications Company
in Krakow. In 1991, Wiestaw founded ZUE S.A., a company that carries out
investments in the field of railway and tram infrastructure throughout
Poland. He undertakes activities and supports economic, cultural and
charitable initiatives by being a member of, among others, the Main
‘ Council of the Business Center Club and the Council of Experts for activities
aimed at optimizing the process of railway investments at the Ministry of Infrastructure.

Marcin Szymanski, Ministerstwo Funduszy i Polityki Regionalne;j

He practices and specializes in the field of public law, especially in the field
of EU funds, public finances and public procurement, in particular issues
related to control, audit and combating fraud in public spending. Deputy
director in the Department of Infrastructural Programs at the Ministry of
Funds and Regional Policy (Managing Authority of the Operational
Program Infrastructure and Environment 2014-2020). In 2005-2007, an
employee of the Ministry of Finance who carried out assessments of the
functioning of the internal control systems of public finance sector units.
A graduate of the National School of Public Administration (2003-2005)
and the Top Public Executive Program at IESE Business School (2017-2018). He is authorized to conduct
internal audit in units of the public finance sector. Author of publications on the implementation of EU
funds in the bimonthly "State Control".

Marcin Waszak, Stefan Batory Foundation

Political scientist, sociologist, expert of the Batory Foundation IdeaForum
think tank, where is in charge of whistle-blower protection activities,
including drafting a civil society bill and ensuring compliance with EU
Directive; co-author of content at sygnalista.pl. Since 2016, he has been
the coordinator of the Integrity Pact pilot in Poland. Marcin has focused
in the non-governmental sector on corruption, policy financing and the
evaluation of government anti-corruption policies for more than
a decade; he has authored a number of analytical reports and press
articles.




